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THE MARCH UPON THE RIO GRANDE.

Our attention has been invited to the statements

contained in the three following extracts.the one

from the 44 Union" newspaper of this city, and the
others from Baltimore papers ; the two lattpr pro¬
bably founded on the averments contained in the
first. We have recently seen similar assertions
in other papers :

FROM TIIE washington 44 UNION*' OP JUNK 2.
Extract of a letter to the Editor, dated May 22.

44 1 am a reader of the * Weekly Union,' though not as

closely as I would like to do, and therefore cannot call to mind,
certainly, whether I have seen in the correspondence between
Gen. Tatlob and the Puksimknt (prior to the marching the
urmy from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande opposite Muta¬
ntoroa) a repommendatrm of (''en, Taylor advising the move¬
ment. I nave stated that Gen. I'oylor recommended the
move" to the Department at Washington, and it has been dis
puttd. You will do me the favor to send me the paper con¬

taining Gen. Taylor's letter to the War Department, advising
that the army should move from Corpus Chribti to the Rio
Grande." 1

[Instead of sending the paper asked for, which contains ra¬

ther too /ititch of the correspondence of Gen. Taylor to suit
iU apparent purpose, the 44 Union" proceeds to state 44 the
facts as officially set forth" in its own way, by introducing
an extract from the President s message and citing a part oi
the correspondence. It then continues :]

44 Meanwhile, the Mexicans were collecting troops on the
frontier, first under Ampuiua, and then under Arista ; and,
in fact, it turned out afterwards that they were instructed to
cross and attack our men. Seeing the hi>w wan coming, un-
le.»s an effort was made to prevent it, Gen. Taylor writes us

follows to the skcrktaht, on the 4th October, 1845, from
Corpus Christi."

[And then follows, in the 44 Union," so much of the letter
referred to as shows that Gen. Taylor hypothelically suggest¬
ed the movement upon the Rio Grande; taking care, how¬
ever, not to disclose the fact that he subsequently withdrew
that suggestion, unless it were determined to abandon negotia¬
tion. We insert this coriespondence more at large below,
including not only those parts copied by the 44 Union," but all
other of its parts that have any relation to the subject under
discussion. ]

PHOM THK HALTIMOHF. CLIPPER OF JUNK 7.
On the one hand, it is contended that no just cause of war

existed, and that it was purely a presidential act, and hence
contrary to the constitution ; whilst 011 the other it is main¬
tained that hostilities commenced with Mexico, by attacking
the American army upon our own soil. In considering this
subject the object in view should be to arrive at truth. Pre¬
judice or party feeling should not be permitted to bias the
judgment or influence the decision. It is no doubt true that
the stalioi ing our army opposite Matamoros, on the Rio
Grande, produced the collision at the time it occurred. Whe¬
ther it could have been permitted to remain undisturbed on
the Nueces, is uncertain. * * * . In consequence of
the annexation of Texas, Mexico assumed a hostile attitude,
raised armies and marched tmvards Texas, with the declara¬
tion that she would reconquer the territory. To resist this at¬

tempt, should it lie inade, Gen. Tailor was ordered by the
Prksiiient to proceed to Texas with his forces, where he en¬

camped on the banks of the N ueces. Seeing that the Mexi¬
can urmy had reached Mataaioros, and was maJring demon¬
strations of crossing the line which Texas claimed, the Presi¬
dent oidered our army to proceed to the position opposite
Malamoros-

from the raltimoiik republican of junk 14.
W hen no actual hostilities followed the suspension of diplo¬

matic intercourse, [with Mexico,] then the war must be charg¬
ed upon some subsequent act of the American Government.
This act, the Whigs charged, was the march from the Nueces
to the Rio Grande, which they assert 44 made tick war.")
In reference to that march it is now known that it was first
suggested and advised by Brigadier General Zichart Tat-
loh, as in his opinion likely to facilitate and hasten the set-1
tlement of our difficulties with Mexico. Four months after
this advice was given, the order to occupy the left bank of the
Rio Grande was issued. This was in consequence of the con¬

tumelious rejection of Mr. blidell, which left us no other al¬
ternative than to assert our rights by force of arms. No hos¬
tile step was taken by our forces until self-dtfence rendered
it necessary.

In view of the allegations contained in the fore¬
going extracts, we cannot help remarking how very
careless in their facts are the Editors of the
44 Union," even when evidently writing with official
data before them. That, for the entire responsibi¬
lity of removing our army to the Rio Grande, the
Ad ninistration can claim no exemption on the plea
of any such recommendation as is above ascribed
to Gen. Taylor, has been already proved by a refer¬
ence to the printed Public Documents. That there
were 110 such threatening preparations on that frontier,
by the Mexicans, as the language above employed
would induce the public to believe, is also establish¬
ed by the same documents. If the case were as it
is there stated, it would exhibit a necessity for a

change of position from the Nueces which did not
exist at the time the Executive order for it was

given ; the movement being then no more necessary
for the protection of the people of Texasfrom an

invasion hy Mexico than it was to protect from a

like invasion the people of this District.
We aver that Gen. Taylor did not 44 see the

blow coming," or 44 see a Mexican army at Mata-
moros making demonstrations of crossing the line,"
until more than tiro months after he was peremp¬
torily ordered to occupy the disputed territory on

the Rio Grande. \)n the contrary, so far from dis¬
covering any such hostile demonstrations.from the
time his camp was fairly established on the Nueces
and his arrangements completed for obtaining accu¬

rate information.all his despatches to the War
Department, prior to its order directing a forward
movement, were singularly uniform in representing
the frontier to be quiet, without any indication of
npproaching hostilities on the part of the Mexican
people, whether citizens or soldiers; nor was this
pacific aspect of affairs in that vicinity changed until
Gen. Taylor had partially carried the Presidential
mandate into execution. All this is clearly deducti¬
ble from the correspondence of the War Depart¬
ment, from which, in order to set this matter right,
we quote as briefly as possible those parts that have
a direct bearing upon this point:

Extracts pro* Gen. Taylor's Despatches.
Corpus Christi, August 20, 1845..44 Caravans of tra¬

ders arrive occasionally from the Rio Grande, but bring no

news of importance. They reprerent that there are no regu¬
lar troops on that river, except at Matatnoros, and do not
seem to lie aware of any preparations for a demonstration
upon this bank of the river."
Auoust 20. " In regard to employing volunteers from

Texas .... I shall now communicate with President Jones,
and ascertain the nu.nl.er of volunteers that can bo called into
service in case of an invasion hy Mexico, and shall take the
necessary steps to arm and employ that force, should the safety
of the country require it. /feel confident, however, that such
nrcessiity will not arise.''

Auoust :I0..-4» We have no news from the Rio Grande.
Idle stories are brought in from that quarter, but, with the

mains of accurate information we now posses*, I do not
deem it necessary to repeat them."
September 0.." I have the houor to report that a confi¬

dential agent, dispatched some doya since to Matamoros, has
returned, and reports that no extraordinary preparation* are
going on there that the garrison does not seem to have been
inertua'dund thut our Consul is ofopinion there will be no
declaration of war Nothing definite can be learned in
relation to the march of troops from the interior. A body of
three thousand men was reported in march to Matamoros, but
the information is too vague to merit confidence. The agent,
who is intelligent, and upon whose statements a good deal of
reliance may, I think, be safely placed, says thut the mass of
the people with whom he mingled is opposed to a war

with us."
September 14.."In view of the large reinforcements of

regular troop* ordered to join ine, I cannot believe thut it will
become necessary, under any circumstances, to employ volun¬
teers from the United States I have directed two of the
three companies from Red River to San Antonio, retaining
one at Austin. With a company of mounted rangers at each
place the frontier will be securefrom insult. The comman¬
der of the rangers at San Antonio (Major Haya) haa reputa¬
tion as a partisan, and to him I have specially entrusted the
duty of keeping me advised of any movementa on the Rio
Grande, in the neighborhood of Loredo We have no

news of interest from the frontier. Arista, at the last accounts,
wus at Mier, but without any force; nor is there as yet any
concentration of Jorce on the river. A report.reached San
Antonio a few days since thut preparations were making to
receive troops at Loredo. This 1 consider very doub'ful
but, if troops airive there, I shall expect to receive early infor¬
mation of the fact from San Antonio."
October 4.." Mexico [has] as yet made no positive de¬

claration of war, or committed any overt act of hostilities. . . .

Should an auxiliary force be required, I propose to draw it
wholly from Texas. I do not conceive that it will become
necessary, under any circumstances, to call for volunteers from
the United States."

Octohkii 11.."Recent arrivals from the Rio Grande
bring no news or information of a different aspect from that
which I reported in my last. The views expressed in my
previous communication relative to the pacific disposition of
the. border people, on both sides of the river, are continually
confirmed."
Nov KM bkh 7.."I respectfully enclose a copy of a letter

from Commodore Conner,' commanding the home squadron."
This letter is dated on tviard the ship Falmouth, off Vera

Cruz, on the 24th October. In it the Commodore says : "No
(rooj)s have marched towards the frontier for a length of
time; and I am told by Mr. Parrott, who left Mexico a few
days since, that many of Arista's officers had returned to that
city in a state of utter poverty."
November 19.."Should the present pacific aspect of

our relations with Mexico continue, it will nut lie necessary
to continue this force [the Texas rangers] in service, except
possibly one company as guides."
The next despatch from General Taylor is dated

on the 7th of January, and, consequently, the above
are all that could have reached Washington at the
time the inarch to the Rio Grando was directed by
an Order from Headquarters in this city. That
order hears date on the 13th of January, 1846,
and was received at Corpus Christi on the 1th of
February ensuing. Bearing in mind its date, we

invite the reader to a still further examination of
the correspondence, that he may note the course of
events after the order was given :

Extracts from Gk*. Taylor's Despatches.
Corpus Christi, Jajtauht 7, 1846.."For the informa¬

tion of the General-in-Chief and War Department, I make
the following extract from a private letter lately received at

this place from our Consul at Matamoros, and dated December
24, 1815; 'Our accounts from the interior are that Gen.
' Paredes, at San Luis, is about rising against the Govern-
' ment. It is given out that he and his party are against
' treating with the United States Gen Arista
' rests quiet, to see, perhaps, what success attends Gen.
' Paredt s. In this part of the country the people are in
' favor of peace, and, I should judge, of u treuty with the
* United Statesbut a considerable excitement has lieen pro-
. duced by the news from Gen. Parades.'"
So says the Consul ut Matamoros. Gen. Taylor adds:

" We have many arrivals from other points on the river, but
they bring no intelligence of interest. A recent scout of vo¬

lunteers from San Antonio struck the river Presidio Kio Grande,
and the commander reports every thing quiet in that
quarter."
February 4.."I have every reason to believe that the

people resitting on the river are well disposed towards our

Government."
February 16.." I have informed Commodore Conner

that I am ahoiit to move to the Rio Grande, under instruc¬
tions from the Department of War."
March 8..I respectfully report that the advance of the

army, composed of the cavalry and Major Ringgold's light
artillery, the whole under the command of Col. Twiggs, took
up the line of march this morning in the direction of Matamo¬

ros I have deemed it proper to cause my Orders
No. 30 to be translated into Spanish and circulated on the Rio
Grande. Sixty copies have already been sent, is advance

of the army, to Matamoros, Camurgo, and Mier."
March 12.(General Taylor having now proceeded thirty-

one miles on his way to the Rio Grande :) "The different
columns are advancing with greet regularity, and without any
obstacle worthy of note." "Commodore Conner
writes by the brig Porpoise from Vera Cruz, under date of
March %/."

In the letter here mentioned by (Jen. Taylor the Commo¬
dore says : " The papers of the capital state that within the last
ten days a force of nearly eight thousand men, including a

large poition of the garrison of Mexico, has marched for the
northern frontier. It is the general opinion here that the
present state of affairs cannot last (or any length of time.
With the exception of the military, the recent revolution is
received by all classes with much dissatisfaction. Even a

union of the Federalists with the Santa Annuists is spoken of
as probable for the overthrow of the present paity. Mr. Sli¬
de// is still at Jalapa; and, unlikely as it may appear,' /hare
itfrom verq gtxni authority that it is probable he will yet be
received by the Mexican Government."
March 18, (one hundred and nineteen miles from Corpus

Christi:) " Within the last two days our advance has met
with small armed parties of Mexicans, who seemed disposed
to avoid us. They were, doubtless, thrown out to get infor¬
mation of our advance."
March 21, (camp three miles south of the Arroya Colo¬

rado :) On the 19th the advanced corps encamped within
three miles of the ford, and a reconnoissance was pushed for¬
ward to the river. A party of irregular cavalry (rancheros)
was discovered on the opposite bank, but threw noobstacje in
the way of examining the ford. They, however, signified
to the officer charged with the reconnoissance that it would be
considered an act of hostility if we attempted to pass the
river, and that we should, in that case, be treated as ene¬

miesWhile dispositions [to cross the river] were

in progress, the party that had shown themselves the day lie-
fore again made their appearance. I sent Capt. Mansfield to
communicate with the officer in command, who said that he
had positive orders to fire on us ifwe attempted to cross the
river. Another party then made its appearance, and passed
the river to communicate with me. One of them (who wos

represented as the Adjutant Geniral o( the Mexican troops)1:
repeated substantially what had been said before, viz : that
they had peremptory orders to fire u|>on us, and that it would

be considered a declaration of war if wk famkii thk rivek.
He placed in my hand* ut the name time a proclamation of
Gen. Mejia, issued at Matamoros u day or two previous
I have thought it proper to make a detailed report of this
operation, as being the first occasion on which the Mexican*
have ahowed themselves in an attitude decidedly hostile. . . .

A few ranchero* are still on the route hence to Matamoroa.
It ia U'lieved that there may lie neatly two thousand troops in
that place, but what proportion of regular troops I cannot
state with confidence. The arrival of Gen. Ampudia is ex¬

pected from the interior."
Maiii ii (troni 1'oint l.-ubel :) " While on my way

hither, our column was approachcd by a parly on its right
flank, bearing a white Hug. It proved to be a civil deputation
from Matamoroa, desiring an interview with me. . . . The
deputation halted while yet some miles from Point Isabel, de¬
clining to come further, and sent me a formal protest of the
Prefect of the northern district of Tamaulipas against our oc¬

cupation of the country. At this moment it was discovered
that the buildings ut Point Isabel were in fiames. I then
informed the hearer of the protest that I would answer it when
opposite MatamoioN, and dismissed the deputation. I consi¬
dered the conflagration before my eyes as a decided evidence
of hostility, and was not willing lo be trifled with any lon-
8er We found two or three inoffensive Mexicans
here, the rest having left for Matamoros."

Maih ii 29, (from the left bank of the Kio Grande, opposite
Matamoros :) "I have the honor to repeat that I arrived at

this camp yesterday with the forces under my command, no

resistance having been offered to my advance to the banks of
the river Our approach seems to have created much
excitement in Matamoros, and a great deal of activity has
been displayed, since our arrivul, in the preparation of batte¬
ries. I he attitude of the Mexicans is decidedly hostile. An
interview has been held by my direction with the military au¬

thorities in Matamoros, but with no satisfactory result. Under
this state of things, I must again and urgently call your at¬

tention to the necessity of speedily sending recruits to thin
army. I he militia of Tuxas are so remote from the border
that we cannot depend upon their aid."
April 6, (from Camp opposite Matamoros :) "I have to

report no material change in the aspect of affairs here since
my despatch of the 21>th uliimo. The Mexicans still retain a

hostile attitude, and have thrown up some works, evidently
designed to prevent us from crossing the river. . . . On our

side a battery for four eighteen pounders will be completed
and the guns placed in battery to-day. These guns bear di¬
rectly on the public square of Matamoros, and within good
range for demolishing the town. Their object cannot be mis¬
taken by the enemy, and will, I think, effectually restrain
him from any enterprises upon our side of the river
7he Mexican authorities persist in considering our march
us an act of war in itself, and I believe they would so treat

it, and attempt to drive us from our position, if they felt suffi¬
cient confidence in their strength. I have no very accurate
information as to the number of regular troops in Matamoros,
but I am quite confident it d>tes not reach two thousand, and
they of very bad description, and miserably armed."
April 15, (from Camp near Matamoros :) "I have to re¬

port that on the 1 Itli instant General Ampudia arrived at Mata¬
moros with two hundred cavalry, the remainder of his force,
variously estimated from two to three thousand men, being
Home distance in remr, on the rout® f,o«n Monterey
On the 12th I received from Gen. Ampudia a despatch, sum¬

moning me to withdraw my force within twenty-four bourn,
and to fall back beyond the river Nueces. To this commu-1
nication I replied on the iz.h, j .hou|(i m>,
grade from my position. I considered the letter or Oen. Am¬

pudia sufficient to warrant me in blocking up the Kio Grande,
arid stopping all supplies for Matamoras. Notwithstanding the
alternative of war presented by General Ampudia, no hostile
movement has yet l>een made by his force."

|n the letter of Gen. Ampudia accompanying the above des¬
patch, that officcr thus addresses Gen. Taylor:
" Your Government, in an incredible manner.you will

even permit me to say an extravagant one, if the usage or

general rules established and received among all civilized na

lions are regarded.has not only insulted, but has exasperated
the Mexican nation, in bearing its conquering banner to the
left bank of the Nio del Norte ; and in this case, by explicit
and definite orders of my Government, which neither can, will,
nor should receive new outiages, I require you, in all form,
and at the latest in the peremptory term of twenty-four hours,
to break up your camp and retire to the other bank of the
Npkcks hivkr while our Governments are regulating the
pending question in relation to Texas. If you persist in re¬

maining upon the soil of the Department of Tamaulipas, it
will clearly result that arms, and arms alone, must decide the.
question."

(»en. Tatlor replied that, being "charged in only a mili¬
tary capacity with the performance of specific duties," he could
"not enter into a discussion of the international question in¬
volved in the advance of the American army," and that " the
instructions under which he was acting would not permit him
to retrograde from the position he had occupied," Ac.

War quickly ensued, as a matter of course, and
no one who reads the documents relating to the

subject can be at a loss for its cause. Even the
Secretary of War, in his annual report which was

laid before Congress at the opening of its last ses¬

sion,explains it to have been precipitated and brought
on by the march to the Rio Grande. Near the be¬

ginning of that report, upon announcing the change
of position of our army from Corpus Christi, the

Secretary says:
" Notwithstanding the object of the movement of our troops

was made known, and all intention of doing more than peace¬
ably to occupy the territory of Texas was disavowed, soon after
the arrival of the army on the Kio Grande a hostile feeling
began to lie manifested by the Mexican forces stationed on the

opposite bank of that river j and on the 24th of April the Mexi¬
can General (Arista) informed (fen. Taylor that he consider¬
ed hostilities commenced, and should prosecute them."

Previous to the 13th January, when our army
was ordered lo advance, there were no preparations
at Matamoras indicative of approaching war ; there
were none at Vera Cruz; nor had Mr. Slidkll
been rejected. This did not take place till the 12th
of March ; and as late as the 2d of that month,
when Commodore Cokkrr informed (Jen. Taylor
of the departure of a body of troops from the in¬
terior ol Mexico for the frontier.a measure re¬

sulting, no doubt, from the movements of our own

army.he also stated that the Government of Gen.
Parrdks, which finally refused negotiations, and in
which were centered all the hopes of the war party,'
was so unpopular that the Federalists were coalew-
cing with the friends of Santa Anna to effect its
overthrow. These are facts of official record, which
conclusively refute the shallow pretences industri¬
ously invented as justifiable reasons for the com¬
mencement of the war, by the march to the Kio
Grande, and planting an army and a battery in front
of Matamoros.

Ami now, having again shown that there was no

necessity for that movement, we will briefly recur

to the circumstance* under which (ten. Taylor
at one time suggested it; without' admitting, how¬
ever, that if, in a military capacity, that officer had
even made it the subject of earnett recommends-'
jtion, the Executive would, on that account, be ab-

solved from any part of its civil responsibility to

obtain a boundary by negotiation, as was intended
by Congress in passing the law for the annexation
of Texas.

In anticipation of the acceptance by Texas ol the
terms proffered by our Government for incorporat¬
ing that Republic with the United Slates, Gen.
Taylor was directed by the War Department, on

the 15th of June, 184ft, to advance to the mouth ol
the Sabine river, or such other point on the Gulf of
Mexico as might be most convenient for an em¬

barkation at the proper time for the Western fron¬
tier of Texas, According to Mr. Donelson, our

Minister in Texas who conducted the negotiation
for her admission into the Union, this frontier, on

the sea border, was Corpus Christi, that being
" the most western point" of territory " occupied
by Texas." But, in the letter above cited, Gen.
Taylor was informed that he was ultimately to
" select ®nd occupy" a position " on or near the
Rio Grande del Norte." He was afterwards in¬

structed, on the 8th of July, that Mexico had some

military establishments on the east side of the river,
which he was not to disturb unless an actual state
of war should exist. On the 30th of July another
communication stated that the President could not

give*" positivfe directions" as to the position he
ought to takei but that he was expected to occupy
and defend il»e territory of Texas to the extent that
it had been occupied by the people of Texas;
(which, we tepeat, would have been to Corpus
Christi.) Yet in this letter Gen. Taylor was in¬
formed that our Government claimed the Rio
Grande as the- boundary, and lie was to protect the
territory, but nut disturb the settlements or mili¬
tary posts of the Mexicans. He was also to ap¬
proach as near the Rio Grande as circumstances
would permit, and it was especially desirable that
a part of his forces at least should be posted west
of the Nueces. On the 23d of August he was again
told that more explicit instructions in regard to his
movements could not be given, but, il a Mexican
force should cross the Rio Grande, it must be re¬

garded as an invasion of the United States and the
commencement of hostilities; that Texas, as claim¬
ed by the Executive, must be protected ; and he
was informed by what means his force was to be
increased, if necessary. On the 30th of August he
was advised of the importance of closely observing
the movements of the Mexicans at " Matamoros,
Monterey, and other places, and was directed, il

any force should cross the-river, to repulse the in¬
vaders, and drive all Mexican truops beyond the
river; that even an attempt at crossing must be re¬

garded as invasion, &.c.
There appears to have been no other despatch

from the Department previous to the 4\h of Octo¬

ber, under which date Gen. Taylor.perplexed, no

doubt, as to the intentions of the Government, and
desiring MJDc more clear and definite expression of
its wishes.unwilling to assume an undue respon¬
sibility, and yet apprehensive of falling short of a

soldier's duty.addressed to the Department a let¬
ter, of which we give the material part, as follows;

Hkai>«iuartkrh Akhi of Occitatio*,
Corpus Christi, Texas, October 4, 1845.

Sih : I beg leave to suggest some considerations in relation
to the present position of our force, and the di-position* w liich
may become necessary for the more elf<ctual prosecution of the
objects for which it has been concentrated. It will l>e recol
lected Ihat tht instructivns of June 15,* issued hy Mr. Ban¬
croft, then acting Secretary of War, directed me to "select
and occupy, on or near the Kin (irande, such a site as will
consist with the health of the troops, and will be best adipted
to repel invasion," dtc. SSavtiauois the ncar< s ten-
trance to the motith ofthe Kio (irande ; and PfciKT Isabri. with¬
in that entrance, and twenty-one miles from Maiamorw, tcould
havefulfilled more completelythan any otherposition the con-

diUons imposed by the Secretary But we had no artillery,
no engineer force, or appliances, and but a moderate amount of
infantry ; and the occupation of Point Isabel, under the**- cir¬
cumstances, and with at least the possibility of resistance from
the Mexicans, might have compiomised the safety of the com
mand. I therefore determined to take up the next accessible
position in the rear, which is the mouth of the Nueces liver.
All the information which I could obtain before leaving New
Orleans teemed to point to Corpus Christi as the most suitable
point for concentration } and although, before the President's
instructions of July 30 leached me, I would have preferred a

position on the lelt l>ank of the river, yet a careful examina¬
tion of the country had already convinced me that none could
be found combining so many advantages as this. Every day's
experience has confirmed these impressions. Corpus Chrisli
ia healthy, easily supplied, and u-ell situated to h/>ld in obser¬
vation the course of the Kio (irandefrom Matamerros to Im-
re(h, being ai>out 150 miles from several points on the river.
I have reason to Imlieve, moreover, that a salutary moral etl'ccl
has been exercised upon the Mexicans. Their traders are

continually carrying home the news of our position and in¬
creasing numbers, and are confessedly struck by the sj.ectacle
oft large camp of well-appointed and diauplined troops, ac¬

companied by |>erfect tecunly to their persons tnd property,
instead of the impressment and pillage to which they are sub¬
ject in their own country. For these reasons, our position
thus far has, I think, been the (test possible; but, now that the
entire force will soon be concentrated, it may well be a question
whether the views of (iovernment will l»e best carried out by
our remaining at this point. It is with great deference that I
make any suggestions on topics which may become matter of
delicate negotiation ; but, IF our Government, in settling the
question of boundary, makes the line of the Rio Grande an

ultimatum, i cannot doubt that the settlement will be greatly
facilitated and hastened by our taking possession at once of one
or two suitable points on or quite near that river. Our strength
and slate of prapaiation should be displayed in a manner not
to l>e inistiiken. However salutsry may tie the rllect produced
upon the l<order people by our presence here, we are too tar
from the frontier to impress the (iovernment of Mexico with
our readiness to vindicate, by foice of arms, il necessary, our
title to the countiy as far as the Kio (irande. I tie "army of
occupation " will in a few days Ih» concentrated at this point,
in condition for vigorous ami efficient service. Mexico hav¬
ing as yet made no jiositic diclaration of war, orcommitted
any overt act ofhostilities, I do not feel at liberty, under my in¬
structions, particularly thi>se of July H,| to make a t >rward
movement to the Rio (irande without authonty from the W ur

Department. . . . . Z. IAYLOR,
Rrevei Hrig. Gen. V. 8. Army.

It is behind the suggestion contained in the
above letter, and which suggestion is made to hang
upon a contingency of which the writer could know
nothing, that it is attempted to shield the I resident

. Wa* D*PAaT*it*T, Jrsr. 15, 1845. * * * * * ^point of your ultimate destination i» the western frontier of
Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or near the
Kio (irande del Norte, such a si e as will consist with the
health of the troops, and will lie liest adapted to repel inva¬

sion, and to protect what, in the event of annexation, will be
our western bolder. You will limit yourself to the defence
of the Territory of Texas, unless Mexico should declare war

against the United States. . . . . Urcuu.* Bancaorr.
+ War D*pai«tmk«t. Jim *. 1«*5. N,. . This depart¬

ment is informed that Mexico has some military establish¬ments on the east side of the Kio (irande, which are, and for
some time have been,'in the actual occupancy of her troops
In carrying out the instructions heretofme received, you wil
be careful to avoid any sets ol nggression unless an actual
state of war should exist. The Mexican forces at ' posts
in their possession, ami which have been so. will not be dis- jlurbed as long as the relations of |*ace Is tween toe nited
Slates and Mexico continue. ^ ". .Ia»ct.

for ail act of his, done three months after the advice
was volunteered, in relation to a very delicate ques¬
tion that was liable at any moment to assume a

new complexion, oil account of the varying condi¬
tion of affairs with which it was connected. But
do the authors of this effort at deception themselves
believe what they would impose upon others ? I)o
they suppose that the counsel of Gen. Tavlok, in
this case* possessed such weight with the Execu¬
tive as to have influenced tlie movement which it
suggests ? Do they not know the contrary; and do
not such of them as have seen the printed documents
also know that Gen. Taylor, being fully authorized
so to do, declined to pursue bis own counsel, as now

cited in defence of the President, a short time after
it was given ? For the benefit of those who do not
know these things, we will endeavor to render them
as plain as can be done in the brief time and space
remaining at our disposal.
The firBt point is readily settled by a reference

to the Correspondence of the War Department,
(above recapitulated.) Its contents having now

become known to almost every one, it is only ne¬

cessary to call to mind the fact that the original in¬
structions to Gen. Taylor of the 15th of June,
1845, distinctly named the Rio Grande as the ulti¬
mate destination of his army, and that all his sub-
seqent instructions as directly pointed to the same

line as the boundary and the most desirable posi¬
tion to be occupied. Thus, nearly four months
before the General ventured to tender his advice in
the matter, we have from the War Department un¬

questionable evidence that it was the intention of
the Executive to move the army upon the Kio
Grande entirely of its own accord.
The second point is made manifest by the events

which followed the writing of Gen. Taylor's letter
of the 4th of October. That letter passed, on its
way to Washington, one from the War Depart¬
ment to the General, dated on the 16th of the same

month. In this letter Gen. Taylor was informed
that the Government had information which ren¬

dered it probable that no serious attempt would be
made by Mexico to invade Texas ; that previous
instructions had put him in possession of the views
of his Government, not only as to the extent of
its territorial claims, but of its determination to as¬

sert them ; that, in carrying out these instructions,
he would be left very much to his own judgment;
that he must approach as near the Kio Grande as

circumstances would permit; that he need not wait
for directions from Washington to carry out what
he might deem proper to be done, &c.

Here, again, be it observed, that, before the receipt'
of General Taylor's suggestion, he was again di¬
rected to approach as near the Kio Grande as cir¬
cumstances would permit. But what is most de¬
serving of particular notice is, that, under this last
fetter of the Secretary of War, Gen. Taylor is
luUy empowered to pursue the counsel whioh he-
had just transmitted to the Executive. Did he do
this ! No ; a change had occurred in the situation
of affairs which led to a modification of his own

opinion, and he at once informed the Department
that he should not move from the position fie then
occupied until he received further instructions.
,We quote the essential part of this letter, 3s
follows :

IInA l><tr ARTI.IIH AllMT or OCCCPATIWIT,
Corpuk Christi, Texas, Sovember 7, 1845.

Sik I respectfully enclose a copy of a letter from Commo¬
dore Conner, commanding the home squadron, which I receiv¬
ed by the 44 Saratoga " sloop-of-war on the 5th instant. The
intelligence communicated by the Commodore will doubtless
reach the seat of Government long before the receipt of this
letter.
The communication from the Sec retary of War, dated Oc-

tober 1G, was received and acknowledged on the 1st and »d
instant. I purposely deferred a detailed reply to the various
points embraced in that communication until I could receive
an answer to mine of October I, which covered (at leist in
part) the same ground.

'The inttlligenetfrom Mtxieo, howtrer, tend* to mm/ifyiti
itorne degree the views exprt stted in that eumnmniratfon.
rim miTiiw wow occi'pikii mvthk troups m*» pi.himps
BK Til K HKUT * HI Lit fUillTliTKIK AHI. l't.WI)l*f>, or at Rll)
raU> until a disposition shall !«¦ manifested by Meiico to pio-
trart them unreasonably.

Under the sup|><>Hitinn that such may be the view of the De¬
partment, I shall make no movement trom this point, except
for the purpose of examining the country, untilfurther in-
ttruetions are received. * * . Z. TAYLOR,

Hrerrt /trig. Hen. U. S. Army.
The Department, it seems, sent no other commu¬

nication to Gen. Taylor until that of tfie 13th of
January, in which he was peremptorily ordered to
advance his position. This.be it remembered, was
done while Mr. Slidkll yet remained in Mexico,
and two months before lie was finally rejected.
Now, keeping in view these all-important facts,
we submit it to the candor of our Democratic
friends to say whether the advice contained in Gen.
Taylor's first letter was not at least neutralized by
the views expressed in the last one ; and whether
under these circumstances, lie should be held ac¬

countable for having recommended the movement
which caused the war, as they have so repeatedly
stated? If they will only publish all the facts in
the case, they are welcome to whatever political
capital they can make out of it.

Indiana I'i m.ir Di irr..The Indiana Journal of
the 11th instant states that Governor Whitiomh
has appointed Mr. N. B. Palmkr, of Indianapolis,
the trustee on the part of the State to act in con¬

nexion with Messrs. Hi i i.hr and Blakk, appointed
on the part of the bond-holders, in carrying out the
arrangements with reference to the State debt under
the law of last winter. The Journal says; 44 Mesrs.
4 Blakk and Palmer left this city yesterday for
. Fort Wayne, where they will meet Mr. Butler
4 for the purpose of organizing and taking steps for
4 the immediate prosecution of the Wabash and
4 Erie Canal."

ILLINOIS CONVENTION.
The Convention to frame a new Constitution for

the State of Illinois assembled at Springfield on
the 7th. It is composed of ltW members, 157
of whom were in attendance. Newton Cloud
was elected President, and Henry W. Moore was
chosen Secretary and John A. Wilson doorkeeper.

VVr.m, Lditor of the Columbia (S. C.)Chronicle, died on the Nth instant, after a most painful and
pi otraoted ilines*.

THE UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL.

CORRKSPOMUEXCK OF TIIK JUUK^iL or COM MKHI K.

Washington, June 20, 1847.
I mentioned in my letter yesterday that Chevalier

uk liisBOA has been recalled by his Government.
1 merely write to confirm my statement bv giving
the very words of his recall. These are brief, curt,
and evidently expressive of high displeasure, viz :

" I lie Linperor deems it convenient to deprive Chevalier
Caspar Jose Lisboa of his present position ad Minister Pleni¬
potentiary neur the United States."
The relations of the United States with Brazil are

at this moment so unfriendly that it will require
good management and much forbearance to avoid
a rupture.
The Mayor ol this city has received from An¬

drew F. Roche, Esq., Mayor of the city of Cork,
the subjoined eloquent letter, acknowledging the re- -

ceipt of the supply of provisions sent by the citi¬
zens of Washington in April last, in the barque
General Harrison, for the relief of the destitute
people of Ireland :

Council Chamhkii, Cork, Mat 17, 1«47.
Sir I am charged by the citizens of Cork to express to

you, and to the Irish Relief Committee of Washington, their
warmest acknowledgments for the truly nohle gilt conveyed
to their poor in the "Guneral Harrison." I wish it were in

my power to express as I feel it, and as it is ftlt generally by
our people, the admiration and respect inspired by the con¬

duct of the American people in the present most calamitous
circumstances of this country ; but I may truly say that there
is one grateful prayer universal on the lips and in the hearts
i»f Irishmen, that America may reap a rich and high reward
lor the generous sympathy and truly christian benevolence she
lias exhibited to one of the great families of mankind in an

lour of deep distress.
I have the honor to transmit a Vote of Thanks from the

Corporation of Cork, and, on my own behalf, I beg to cor-

lially thank you for having made me the agent of the bounty
>f your fellow-citizens, and to assure you that it shall,be dis-
ributed to the most destitute, without distinction, faiily and
m partially.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obliged and obedient

lervant, ANDREW P. ROCHE,
Muyor of Cork.

W. W. Skatox, Esq.
Chairman Wankingh.n Committee.

The galhmt tars of the Frigate 44 United States "

have sent their sympathy to the famishing poor of
Ireland and Scotland, in a manner which does them
the highest credit. The following letter will tell
the rest:

U. S. Fiuoatk "Uhitkii States,"
Porto Praya, Cape Verde Inland!*, May 14, 1847.

M* iikah Mr. Harvkt The distressing accounts brought
trom the United States of the sufferings of the poor in Ire¬
land and Scotland have caused a feeling of deep concern for
their unfortunate condition, which has been manifested in a

substantial manner by the officers ami crew of this ship.
Without having been prompted, they came forward and

offered to raise a contribution in money. The amount col-
lected might have beeu larger, but for the necessity of limit
mg and regulating subscriptions made by seamen, in conse¬

quence of the uuequal donations which I hey would otherwise
make. It was therefore tound ptopcrto fix the amount which
each should give.
A bill drawn upon the Hon. the Secretary for the sum of

#653 erewith enclosed. We are aware that it is but the
" Trnlo*'« nirtc," wh«i eom)«i«l wilKUut mwmhI toUcrihal
by our kind-hearted people at home, yet we trust thgt it will
effect some good, and th.it it may reach its destination in lime
to relieve the suffering of many individuals.

With sincere good wishes for your future health and hap¬
piness, I am yours truly, GEO. C. READ,

Com'g U. S. Naval Forces, West Coast of Africa.
To Jacor Harvet, Esq.

A PEE J' AT THE OLDEN TIME.
Workmen are now busily employed in pulling down the

old edifice in Chestnut street, Philadelphia, recently occupied
by the Hank of North America, preparatory to the erection of
a new structure. Among the papers stowed away in the gar¬
ret of this venerable pile of brick and mortar (say* the Phila¬
delphia Bulletin) some old newspapers have I* en found,
which, compared with the large sheets of the present day, are

quite a curiosity. We have lieen furnished with one of these
relics of the olden time. It is entitled 44 The American We< k-

ly Mercury," published at Philadelphia by Andrew Bradford,
and tearing daU- Noveml>er 28, 1728. In order that our read¬
ers may form an idea how some things were managed in this
city just one hundred and nineteen yearn a%», we extract the
following advertisement from the paper lietore us :

I U.ST arrived frdrn Ismdon, in the ahip Borden, ll iltiiini
//arhert commander, a parcel of young likely Men Str-

vanlt, consisting of Husbandmen, Jovocrs, Shoemakers, Wea¬
vers, Smiths, Brick-makers, Bricklayers, Sawyers, Tartars,
May-makers, Butchers, Chair-maker, and several other Ira-It »,
and are to be sold vefy reasonable, cither for ready Money,
Wheat, Bread, or Flour, by Ethvard Home, Philadelphia.
Our contemporary is perhaps too young to have

«een, what many I'hiladelphians yet living can re¬

member to have seen, vessels loaded with cargoes
of such live stock as the above, lying in the stream
<>f die Delaware, off Sassafras and Callowhill street**,
waiting for customers to conie off and buy. If he
will look into the file of Franklin's paper in the Li-
brary of the Philosophical Society, or indeed into
any Boston or New York paper of the same date,
he will find frequent advertisements for runaways
ol the above class of white slaves, with marks antl
clothing described and rewards offered for their ap¬
prehension antl commitment to any jail so that their
owners may get them again. As recently as since
the war of 1812, a vessel so freighted found her
way up to Annapolis, and there disposed of her
freijflit; a number of tin; men having hern bought
by Members of ( ongrcss, (then in session here) and
sent to the Western country. In that country, how¬
ever. we fancy they were not long in servitude.
We hazard little, ind'eed, in the conjecture that some
of them were soon able, by the reward of their free
labor, to buy out the whole possessions of those who
were once their masters.

A New \ ork letter in the Philadelphia Inquirer says 44 It
will lie recollected lhat for a numlx r of months past a great
many daring robberies have been committed in omnibuses and
other public vehicles here. It was supposed that there was a

regularly organized set of thievfB u| |K.h
th. se depredations, and n sharp watch was set on them, the
result of which wa.<, that a woman named f utherine Seeur
of genteel appearance and fashionably dressed, was arrested'
She was tried yesterday in the Court of Sessions, and found
guilty ot frond Inreeny, the punishment of which is from one
to five years in the StaU< prison. Although the police are
confident that this woman was the principal of a regularly or-
g.ni/cd and extensive gang, yet they have thus far l>ecn una¬
ble to induce her lo disclose any thing."
A man some years ago was indicted in the (irand Circuit

Court, Stale of Kentucky, for Ihe crime of pet it larceny. The
evidence was heard, upon which it clearly appeared that the de¬
fendant had been guilty of stealing 44 one bag of corn worth
two dollars and twenty cents " Nothing daunted bv the array
of facts against his client, the lawyer rose, and poured out an
argument two hours in length. When he concluded, the
jury retired, and, after a brief consultation, returned a verdict
of 44 petit lareenv." The attorney moved for a new trial
which was granted by the Court, and the case again broughtMore the jury. I his time the lawyer spoke three hours and
a half, the result of which w*a . verdict by the jury of 44 Ifui/ty
of grand larceny. ' Again the attorney rose to move a new
trial. He squared himself, and commenced in a style of
grandiloquence worthy of an itinerant Inn- dian. lb" had
spoken but a Irw words when thq prisoner rushed forward,
seized bun violently by the arm ar.d said " Mush, hush, fur
lleavrn a sake, hush ! Another speech will hang me as »uro
*s 1 m a living man.'


